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CHAMBER ALLrANCE

January 24, 2006

Mr. Lester Snow
Director
Department of Water Resources
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: South Delta Improvements Program

Dear Director Snow:

On behalf of the Inland ValleyChamber AfUance,I am writing today to express our
organization's support for the Department of Water Resources' (DWR)South
Delta Improvements Program (SDIP), a criticalwater supply, water quatity and
environmental project designed to meet California's diverse water needs. This
October, DWRand the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation released a draft
Environmental Impact Report/Statement (EIRIS) for SDIP, kiokingoffan important
public review and comment process.

The Inland Valley Chamber Alliance represents nine local chambers and
thousands of businesses withinthe Inland Empire. The Alliance understands the
importance of water reJlabllityand how essential It is to the Califomia economy
snd California business.

As you know, Californiais facing a criticalchallenge: We need a safe. reliable and
high quality water supply to keep up with our rapidly rising population and fast-
growing trillion-dollareconomy. However, we have limitedwater supplies in our
arid state, so we mustbetterutilizeourexistingwaterresourcesand
infrastructure; otherwise, we put our communities, farms, environment and
businesses st great risk. Twc-thirds of California receives its water fromthe San
Francisco BayiSacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Given its importance, we need
betterways to managethe Delta'swaterdeJiverysystem,aswell as thewater
itself. In essence,we needto makeeverydropcount.

In 2000, the state and federalgovemments initiated the historic CalFed Bay-Delta
Program to manage the Bay-Derta'swater resources and eoo-system. A unique
collaboration of interests supported the plan including environmental
organizations,water agencies, business interests, farmers, and state and federal
water and fish agencies, SDIP is the next step forward in this long-tam planning
effort for the Bay-Delta.



Jan 26 2006 3:01PM Red Gate Communications 818 784 1220 p.7

JAN 2 6 2006

CHAMBER ALLIANCE

SDIPis a responsibleand balanced plan to better utilizeand integrateour existingwater management
infrastructureinthe Delta. Collectively,itwillimproveour state's water supplyreliability,water qualityand the
overallhealthofthe Bay-Deltaecosystem. The programwillconstructseasonal tidalgates to protectfish,and
improvewatercirculationand qualityinthe Delta,dredge select Deltachannels to improvewaterdefiveriesfor
local fanners, and allowState Water Project deliveries to increase modesUy-only when needed and
environmentallysafe to do so.

Currently,the state is constrained in its ability to use surplus water supplies. We have the infrastructure to
move the water, but untilSDIP Is approved, the state's water managers cannot fullyor responsibly use the
existing system. SDrp calls for only a 3-5% increase in the average amount of water pumped fromthe Delta.
More significanUy,SDI? willprovide the flexibilityto shift the timing of water deliveries when surplus is available
andwhenenvironmentallysafe to do so. SOl? is an idealoptionforCaliforniato advance -It winnot require
buildinga new project or the construction of major new infrastructure. And, funding for the program has already
been secured through passage of voter approved bonds in 2000 (Proposition 13).

Importantly,SOIP willhelp protect important Delta environmental resources. Specifically. it winhelp protect fish
species inthe Deltachannels. Atthe same time, byprovidingthe state greater flexibilityin howand whenSDIP
operatesitssystemof pumps,fishare grantedgreater protections.

Given an these points, SDIP is supported by a statewide, broad coalition of water. agriculture, business,
planning"organizations, and locaf government officialsIncludingthe Association of CaliforniaWater Agencies,
State WaterContractors,CaliforniaChamber ofCommerce,CaliforniaBusiness PropertiesAssociationand the
Westem Growers Association.

Water Is the lifebloodof California -critical to our families, ranns, and businesses. It is our responsibilityto use
this precious resource wisely throughallposslbJebest managementpractices. includingwaterconservation,
recycling and storage, to ensure California's water future. It is Imperative that we have a more flexiblewater
deliverysystemso thatwe can continueto accommodategrowth in our population and economy while relying
on existing water supplies.

Again,we strongly support SDfP and encourage all key stakeholdersto help advance this aitically needed
project. Thank you.

Sincerelv,

~'m.~Dana Cox
Chair
Inland Valley Chamber Alliance

cc: Hen. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
Mr. Ryan Brodderick, Director, Califomia Department of FIsh and Game
Mr.MikeChrisman, Secretary, California Resources Agency
Mr. Joe Grindstaff. Director, Califomla Bay-Delta Authority
Mr. Kirk Rodgers, Regional Director, Mid-Pacific Region. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Mr. Dan Skopec. DeputyCabinet Secretary, Office of the Governor
Mr. Terry Tamminen, Cabinet Secretary, Office of the Governor


